The disappearance rate of Schwangerschaftsprotein 1 in normal and pathological pregnancies.
In six women with a normal vaginal delivery at term, in 12 women who had a suction curettage between 6 and 12 weeks gestation and in eight women with an ectopic pregnancy, the post-partum or the post-surgery decline in radioimmunoassayable SP1 was faster during the first 24 h after surgery or delivery than later, so that two half-lives were calculated. The first 'half-life' of about 20 h (0-24 h after delivery or surgery) was of the same order of magnitude in all groups studied and corresponded well to previously published values. The mean second 'half-life' (greater than 24 h after delivery or surgery) was significantly longer in term (72.2 h) and in ectopic pregnancies (64.1 h) than in first trimester pregnancies (45.5 h). These results might indicate that the metabolism of SP1 either changes during pregnancy or that the changing SP1 beta/SP1 alpha ratio during pregnancy markedly influences the levels of SP1 as measured by radioimmunoassay.